
Newpaper Platform Usability Testing Activities 
Below are three tasks that patrons may conduct using a historical newspaper platform. We are asking 

testers to complete the same tasks, in order to learn more about what a patron may experience as they 

try to use a particular interface.   

You may complete as many tasks as you would like, please complete the task using the historical 

newspapers in the Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers 

http://badgerlink.newsmemory.com/wna/badgerlink/ 

and another newspaper platform of your choice:  

 Chronicling America: https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 

 California Digital Newspaper Collection (Veridian platform): https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc  

 Illinois Digital Newspaper Collection (Veridian platform): http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-

bin/illinois  

 Minnesota Digital Newspaper Hub (ProSeek platform): 

https://newspapers.mnhs.org/jsp/browse.jsp 

 

Please be as specific as possible in your feedback!  Provide as much information as you can about 

barriers you encountered, things that were difficult (or easy) to do in a particular interface, specific  

features you liked or did not like, etc.   Space has been left below each step for your feedback. 

http://badgerlink.newsmemory.com/wna/badgerlink/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois
https://newspapers.mnhs.org/jsp/browse.jsp


Task 1: Find a specific date from a specific newspaper:  Archive of Wisconsin 

Newspapers 

1. Choose a paper in the collection and choose a single date when that paper is available.  

2. Once you have located that paper, view the front page. 

3. Read a paragraph from one article.  

4. Email a link to the page or bookmark the page. 

 

Enter comments below:  

  



Task 1: Specific date and specific paper:  Other project of your choice 
1. Choose a paper in the collection and choose a single date when that paper is available.  

2. Once you have that paper, view the front page. 

3. Read a paragraph from one article.  

4. Email a link to the page or bookmark the page. 

 

What project did you choose?  

 

Enter comments below:  

 

 

  



Task 2: Look for a person’s name: Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers 
1. Enter a last name in the search box and run the search. 

2. Limit the results to 3 papers. 

3. Choose one of the results and find the article featuring the name. 

4. Download, print or copy the text of the article.  

 

Enter comments below:  

 

  



Task 2: Look for a name: Other newspaper project of your choice 
1. Enter a last name in the search box and run the search. 

2. Limit the results to a specific city. 

3. Choose one of the results and find the article featuring the name. 

4. Download, print or copy the text of the article.  

 

What project did you choose?  

 

Enter comments below:  

 

 

  



Task 3:  Look for a word or phrase: Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers 
1. Enter a word or phrase in the search box and run the search. 

2. Limit the results to one paper. 

3. Choose one of the results and find the article featuring the topic. 

4. Copy a paragraph from the article.  

5. Browse through some of the rest of the issue. 

 

Enter comments below:  

  



Task 3:  Look for a word or phrase: Other newspaper project of your choice 
1. Enter a word or phrase in the search box and run the search. 

2. Limit the results to one paper. 

3. Choose one of the results and find the article featuring the topic. 

4. Copy a paragraph from the article.  

5. Browse through some of the rest of the issue. 

 

What project did you choose?  

 

Enter comments below:  

 

 

 

  



Task 4:  Choose your own adventure: Archive of Wisconsin Newspapers 
Think up a task you would want to do when looking at historical newspapers and try it in the Archive of 

Wisconsin Newspapers!  

 

What was your task? 

 

 

Enter comments below:  

  



Task 4:  Choose your own adventure: Other newspaper project of your choice 
Think up a task you would want to do when looking at historical newspapers and try it in another 

newspaper project. 

 

What was your task? 

 

 

What project did you choose?  

 

Enter comments below:  

 

 

 

 


